ADOPTED - MAY 10, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A FOIA APPEAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

RESOLUTION # 16 – 185

WHEREAS,  the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is the “head of  the public body” to whom appeals are addressed from denials of  Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, and from FOIA fee determinations; and

WHEREAS, FOIA appeals are subject to stringent statutory time requirements, and therefore must be handled expeditiously; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board desires to refer all FOIA appeals to an advisory committee to review the appeal in the first instance, and to make a recommendation for final decision to the full Board.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby establishes a FOIA Appeal Advisory Committee, to be comprised of five (5) County Commissioners, appointed by the Chairperson to serve on an annual basis, to receive FOIA appeals and make recommendations for decision by the full Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the FOIA Appeal Advisory Committee shall meet within less than ten (10) business days of the County’s receipt of each FOIA appeal, and shall comply with the Open Meetings Act. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the FOIA Appeal Advisory Committee shall review the appeal documents, receive information from County staff, and afford the requester who filed the appeal an opportunity to present his or her position to the Committee before making a recommendation for decision to the full County Board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board of Commissioners shall make the final decision on all FOIA appeals at an open meeting of the County Board, after reviewing the recommendation of the FOIA Appeal Advisory Committee, with the requester having a further opportunity to present his or her position to the County Board.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Nolan, Koenig, Celentino, Bahar-Cook, Tsernoglou, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  5/03/2016

